
Below is an online resource to help you plan your stay at KML. Here we have provided an up-to-
date list with directions to the lab from the nearest airports, locations of grocery and drug 
stores, some local attractions for those windy (off-water) days, and what you should bring from 
home to make your stay more enjoyable.

The following information can be found on the KML Rates, Forms, and Information     page   of our 
website: KML Rate Sheet, Overview of KML, and Rules & Field Etiquette. Please contact us, if 
you have any questions regarding your stay that we do not have answered here.

Directions to KML
 Nearest Airports – Map

o EYW – Key West International Airport: 66 miles, ~1.75 hour drive time, 
directions.

o MIA – Miami International Airport: 93 miles, ~2 hour drive time, directions. 
o FLL – Fort Lauderdale International: 118 miles, ~2.5 hour drive time, directions.

 Car Rentals Near KML – Map
o Tavernier (MM 91): Thrifty
o Marathon Airport (MM 52): Avis, Budget, Enterprise, Hertz

What to bring
 What to pack will depend on your group’s objectives. Please contact us with any 

questions.
 Below is a basic list for groups coming down to spend time with us on the water:

o Bathing Suit – you will probably want a few if you will be in the water on a daily basis.
o Beach Towel(s)- KML provides a bath towel, make sure you take a beach/boat towel. You

may want a few if you will be in the water every day.
o Sunscreen, sunglasses, hat, UPF Sun-shirt – the sun can be pretty intense down here, be

prepared!.
o Dry bag for on the boat – keep your important stuff dry on the water.
o Water bottle – Stay hydrated! Swimming makes you thirsty. Reusable bottles are 

preferred to minimize waste.

Nearby Supplies
 Grocery Stores – Map

o Both our dorms and long-term housing have fully equipped kitchens so you can 
cook for your group while you are here. However, like nearly everything in the 
Keys, groceries are a 20-minute drive from nearly wherever you are, so it helps to
plan your grocery trips ahead to make the most of your time at KML.

o Marathon (South of KML):
 Publix – MM 50 oceanside.
 Winn Dixie – MM 50 oceanside.

o Islamorada (North of KML):
 Publix – MM 83 bayside

o Tavernier (North of KML):

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/edit?mid=17Q0iB61R6bY_b-YTb1TcJs3dArE&usp=sharing
https://www.fio.usf.edu/team/lisa-tipsword/
http://www.hertz.com/
http://www.enterprise.com/
http://www.budget.com/
http://www.avis.com/
http://www.thrifty.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221VN4E05UjoMALp8WFCIWIrmzE5KQ%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104542016021745959279%22%7D&usp=sharing
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=FLL+,+Fort+Lauderdale,+Broward,+Florida+33315&daddr=68486+Overseas+Hwy,+Layton,+FL&geocode=FRLWjQEdXPc4-ynn0t7keqrZiDHmy6aQnTPgKg%3BFV_NegEdmd0u-ykNdW3FTc3QiDHQhUPmMybZqA&hl=en&mra=pe&mrcr=0&sll=25.455726,-80.476087&sspn=2.306127,3.999023&ie=UTF8&ll=25.448235,-80.48584&spn=2.306317,3.999023&z=8
http://www.broward.org/airport/Pages/Default.aspx
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=Miami+International+Airport&daddr=68486+Overseas+Hwy,+Layton,+FL&hl=en&geocode=FcWfiQEdYhc3-ykVNkX-7rnZiDFIUVNnoe9s1w%3BFV_NegEdmd0u-ykNdW3FTc3QiDHQhUPmMybZqA&mra=ls&sll=26.372185,-81.613312&sspn=0.572117,0.999756&ie=UTF8&z=9
http://www.miami-airport.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=Key+West+International+Airport,+Key+West,+Monroe,+Florida+33040&daddr=68486+Overseas+Hwy,+Layton,+FL&geocode=FU6ydgEdK3Mg-yk5TLx5FrHRiDFOmWqEktlpQQ%3BFV_NegEdmd0u-ykNdW3FTc3QiDHQhUPmMybZqA&hl=en&mra=pe&mrcr=0&sll=24.688427,-81.289507&sspn=0.580206,0.999756&ie=UTF8&ll=24.690696,-81.294708&spn=0.580194,0.999756&z=10
http://www.keywestinternationalairport.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221VN4E05UjoMALp8WFCIWIrmzE5KQ%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104542016021745959279%22%7D&usp=sharing
https://www.fio.usf.edu/team/lisa-tipsword/
https://www.fio.usf.edu/keys-marine-lab/kml-booking-information/forms-and-information/


 Winn Dixie – MM 89 bayside.
 Drug Stores

o Walgreen’s in Key Largo – mm 99, north of KML
o CVS in Islamorada – mm 82.8 bayside, north of KML
o Walgreen’s in Marathon – mm 53 bayside, south of KML.

 Restaurants 
o For those nights when no one feels like cooking, or you just want a fantastic 

dinner at one of the Key’s many great restaurants, there are several excellent 
places to eat within 20 miles of the lab in either direction. Check out the 
directory of restaurants at the Chambers of Commerce below or ask any of our 
staff members for an unofficial recommendation.

o Marathon (South of KML): Marathon Chamber of Commerce – Restaurants
o Islamorada (North of KML): Islamorada Chamber of Commerce – Restaurants
o Key Largo (North of KML): Key Largo Chamber of Commerce – Restaurants
o Big Pine (South of KML): Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce – Restaurants

Local Attractions
 Some days you just can’t get on the water due to the weather or you may just want to 

do some sightseeing. Here is a list of some of the wonderful on-shore attractions in the 
Keys. View these attractions on a map.

o Bahia Honda State Park:   MM 37, south of KML.
o Turtle Hospital:   MM 48.5, south of KML.
o Sombrero Beach:   MM 50, south of KML in Marathon, turn by the Publix.
o Crane Point Museum, Nature Center, & Historic Site:     MM 50, south of KML, 

across the road from Publix.
o Curry Hammock State Park:   MM 56, south of KML.
o Dolphin Research Center:   MM 58, south of KML.
o Long Key State Park:   MM 67.5, walking distance from KML.
o Anne’s Beach:   MM 71, north of KML over the channel 5 and 2 bridges.
o Lignumvitae Key Botanical State Park:   MM 77, you need to take a boat out to the 

island.
o Indian Key Historical State Park:   MM 77, you need to take a boat, canoe, or kayak

out to the island.
o Diving Museum:   MM 83, north of KML.
o Windley Key Fossil Reef Geological State Park:   MM 85, north of KML.
o Wild Bird Center:   MM 93, north of KML.
o John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park:   MM 103, north of KML.
o And, of course, Key West: at MM 0; 1.5-hour drive from KML

https://fla-keys.com/marathon/listings/restaurants-bars/
https://fla-keys.com/lower-keys/listings/restaurants-bars/
https://fla-keys.com/key-largo/listings/restaurants-bars/
https://fla-keys.com/islamorada/listings/restaurants-bars/
http://www.keywest.com/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/john-pennekamp-coral-reef-state-park
http://www.fkwbc.org/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/WindleyKey
http://www.divingmuseum.org/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/IndianKey
https://www.floridastateparks.org/LignumvitaeKey
http://floridakeystreasures.com/Beaches/annesbeach.shtml
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/long-key-state-park
http://www.dolphins.org/visit_special_needs.php
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/curry-hammock-state-park
http://www.cranepoint.net/
http://www.ci.marathon.fl.us/index.aspx?NID=134
http://www.turtlehospital.org/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/bahiahonda/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221s5eq-BNYSSWj3z_XOx2cWqSpaN8%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104542016021745959279%22%7D&usp=sharing

